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The European Commission designated 2011 as the European Year of Volunteering. 
Both a celebration and a challenge, the Year set out to recognise and thank the 
millions of people in Europe who make a difference by working in their communities 
during their free time without being paid.

The EYV Tour represented one of the main arteries of the Year. Visiting all 27 EU 
Member States it brought Europe closer to volunteers and volunteers closer to society.

Extraordinary stories from ordinary people inspired members of the public to consider 
how they too could volunteer and improve their communities at local, national and 
European levels.

This book is dedicated to each and every one of them, and to every volunteer that 
gives their time, devotion and energy to making a difference to society as a whole. 


